AP Art History: 
Chapter 1 Study Guide
Ms. Park

Prehistoric Art
1) Define the following and make sure you understand what they mean in discussing Paleolithic Art
incise: To cut into a surface with a sharp instrument; a means of decoration, especially on metal and pottery.
Twisted Perspective: A convention of representation in which part of a figure is shown in profile and another part of the same figure is shown frontally; a composite view.
2) Around what date are human beings thought to have intentionally created art works? __30,000 BCE.__

3) What subject matter was most often depicted by Paleolithic artists? ____Animals._______

4) Name three caves or caverns that contain Paleolithic paintings, and give a reason for their placement deep in the caves.

Altamira, Spain; Lascaux, France; Pech-

Merle, Lot, France. The prehistoric peoples may have attributed magical properties to the paintings. Confining animals to the surface of their cave walls, they may have felt they were bringing the animals under their control. Rituals or demons may have been performed in front of them either to aid in hunting or insure survival of the herds. They may have been teaching tools to instruct new hunters or to serve as target practice.

5. Describe the organization of the bison images from Altamira FIG 1-9 . Are they composed as a single composition? What viewpoint does the artist take when describing the animals?

They are all in profile to show all parts of the animal. They seem to float above the viewer’s head and do not share a common ground line or orientation. They are separate rather than a group.
6) What evidence could be given to support the notion that the animals at Lascaux were painted at different times? 

The two different techniques (silhouettes and outlines). The “herd” also consists of several different kinds of animals of various sizes and styles moving in different directions.

NEOLITHIC ART

7) Describe the following

LIntel: A beam used to span an opening, or a stone in the case of megalith circles.

     Megalith: Massive rough-cut stones, usually grouped into circles or “henges.”
Terracotta: Hand-baked clay used for sculpture and as a building material. It may be glazed or painted.

8) Which site contained the earliest permanent stone fortifications? ____Jericho__
9) Which site is best known for its wall paintings and shrines? ___Çatal Höyük.​​​​​_____
10) List two subjects that were portrayed in the paintings at Catal Hoyük. What technique was used? A hunting party and a landscape. Pigments were applied with a brush to a white background of dry plaster.

11) Approximately when and why was Stonehenge thought to have been erected?

In several phases in centuries before and after 2000 BCE. It was probably an astronomical observatory as it is an accurate solar calendar.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

12) Briefly describe the differences between the so-called Venus of Willendorf and the relief of the Woman from Laussel? When comparing two figures you can begin with facts like size, material and technique, approximate date, and what is know about where they were found. Then go on to describe the bodily features of each figure and how the similarities and differences might be interpreted. 

