AP Art History: 
Chapter 19 and 21- Study Guide
Ms. Park

14th-15th Century: Italian Art
Chapter 19
1) Define the following:

· Great Schism

· Petrarch

· Dante
· true fresco
· fresco secco
2) What and when was the Black Death and what effect did it have on art?

Bubonic plague, which killed between 25 and 50 percent of Europe’s population in about five years. It stimulated religious bequests and encouraged the commissioning of devotional images. The focus on sickness and death also led to a burgeoning in hospital construction.
3) What was Humanism and how did effect art?


A mode of civil conduct, a theory of education and a scholarly discipline, mainly concerned with human values and interests as distinct from (but not opposed to) religion’s otherworldly values. Humanists were particularly interested in classical cultures, the artifacts of which abounded in Italy, and thus helped lead to the rise of the renewal of interest in classical art in the Renaissance.
4) List 3 episodes of St. Francis’s life that are illustrated in Berlingieri’s altarpiece? Why are they important?

a. St. Francis preaching to the birds.

b. St. Francis performing miracles.

c. St. Francis receiving the stigmata from a seraph.
5) Although Cimabue was deeply influenced by the Italo-Byzantine style, he moved beyond it in what ways?

. The deeper space the Madonna and other figures reside in.

b. The gold embellishments taken from Byzantine art are used to add three-dimensionality to the drapery.

6) The subject of Duccio’s Maesta Altarpiece was what? 

The Virgin, as Queen of Heaven, and Child.
7) List 3 stylistic elements he derived from the Byzantine tradition:


a. The composition’s formality and symmetry.

b. The figures and facial types of the principal angels and saints.

c. The scene does not represent a narrative or present illusionistic space by the use of modeled forms.
8) List 3 ways in which Duccio modified the altarpiece?


a. He relaxed the strict formality of the figures by turning them to each other.

b. He individualized the faces of the four saints kneeling in the foreground.

c. He softened the drapery patterning of Byzantine art, depicting them as shimmering and glistening textiles.

9) What are 4 characteristics of the International style, developed by Martini?

He adapted the insubstantial but luxuriant patterns of the French Gothic manner to Sienese art, and in turn acquainted northern painters with the Sienese style.


List four characteristics of that style.

a. Brilliant colors.

b. Lavish costumes.

c. Intricate ornamentation.

d. Themes involving splendid processions.

10) What revolutionary aspects are found in Effects of Good Government in the City and in the County?

Peaceful City shows the growing knowledge of perspective in the architectural forms. Peaceful Country is a specific place and environment, rather than the generic earlier ancient depictions of landscape. 
11) Name 3 Italian Humanist scholars: Dante Alighieri, Petrarch, Boccaccio
12) For the Florentines the cathedral begun by ___Cambio__________ in ______1296________________ symbolized the preeminence and power of their city as well as serving as the center for religious art. 
Chapter 21
13) Define the following:

· atmospheric perspective

· Creates the illusion of distance by the greater diminution of color intensity, the shift in color toward an almost neutral blue, and the blurring of contours as the intended distance between eye and object increases.
· linear perspective

· All parallel lines or surface edges converge on one, two, or three  vanishing points located with reference to the eye level of the viewer (the horizon line of the picture), and associated objects are rendered smaller the farther from the viewer they are intended to seem.
· chiaroscuro

· vanishing point

· A point on the horizon line, often on the exact center of that line, towards which all orthogonals in the painting recede towards.
· pilaster a flat, rectangular, vertical member projecting from a wall of which it forms a part. It usually has a base and a capital and is often fluted.
· predella the narrow ledge on which an altarpiece rests on an altar
· ponderation when the statue looks like it’s in deep thought
· Medici Family
14) What 15th century German invention facilitated the distribution of books and the knowledge they contained?

Movable metal type.
15) What was the basis of wealth for the Medici Family?

Banking.
16) How did the doors of the Gates of Paradise show aerial perspective?

 Reliefs are set in a way that if they show the correct linear perspective in each panel from the viewer’s height. If viewed from straight on, they are incorrect, spatially.

17) The invention of linear perspective is generally attributed to whom?


Brunelleschi.
18) In what figure did Donatello first utilize the principle of weight shift? What vocabulary can also describe this figure besides contrapposto?

The body is a flexible structure that moves by continuously shifting its weight from one supporting leg to the other, its main masses moving in consonance.
19) Although an artistic descendant of Giotto, Masaccio used light to model his bulky figures in an entirely new way. Describe his method:

The figures are created through modeling, not with a flat, neutral light lacking an identifiable source but with a light coming from a specific source outside the picture. This chiaroscuro gives the illusion of deep sculptural relief.
20) What 2 Renaissance interests are summed up in Masaccio’s Holy Trinity fresco?

a. Realism based on observation.

b. The application of mathematics to pictorial organization in the new science of perspective.
21) Why did Brunelleschi design the dome of Florence Cathedral with an ogival rather than a semi-circular section?

The ogival dome is inherently more stable than a hemispherical dome, because it reduces the outward thrust around the dome’s base. The space to be covered was too wide for traditional wooden centering and unsuitable for buttress supports.
22) What was the major significance of Donatello’s bronze statue of David?

The first freestanding nude statue since ancient times.

23) Describe the characteristics that are apparent in the figure.

Relaxed classical contrapposto stance and proportions and sensuous beauty of Greek Praxitelean gods.
24) Explain the following terms with reference to Mantegna’s Camera degli Sposli in Mantua:


trompe l’oeil French for “deceives the eye”: Mantegna used perspective to simulate a view of the sky through a circular balcony painted on the ceiling. 


di sotto in su “From below, upwards”: the oculus in the room is an “eye” looking down, with figures smiling down at the (real) people in the room below, and the viewer becomes the viewed.

25) What 2 concerns did Mantegna integrate in his painting of the Dead Christ?

a. A strongly foreshortened figure.

b. 
An intensely poignant depiction of a biblical tragedy.
Discussion Questions

26) Compare Simone Martini’s Annunciation with the figures o the west façade of Reims Cathedral. Which of the French figures seem most closely related to those of Martini’s version?

27) Identify the artist of this painting. Discuss how the innovations carried out in this work led to the development of Italian Renaissance painting. 
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